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PEEFACE. 



These lines (written in the first instance for my own children) 
are intended to assist young people in remembering the order in 
which the principal events of English History occurred; — and 
also to enable them readily to associate these events with the 
reigns to which they respectively belong. 

The verses have been condensed, in order that they may 
readily be learned by heart, — and as * what is learned in verse is 
long retained in the memory, and soon recollected,' it is hoped that 
young students may find this little book useful as a companion to 
English History. 

M. B. C. 
October, 1869. 



1st invasion of BRITAIN BY THE ROMANS. 

B.C. 55. 

/ Ancient Britain was peopled by wild Celtic tribes, 
As the Hist'ry by Julius Caesar describes, 
And Pfioenicians found tin on its south-western coasts, 
B.C. Before he arrived with his bold Roman hosts ;— 

■ 

55 He invaded the Island B.C. fifty-five, 

And the Britons against him did manfully strive. 
But when Cassivelaunus, their Chief, was subdued. 
Their submission to Julius CsBsar ensued, — . 
And then from the Island the Romans retired, 
Nor returned till a century more had expired. 
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The British tribes still led a barbarous life, 
And rejoiced in the chase or in war's cruel strife, 
Where, with scythes to the wheels of their chariots bound, 
In battle they spriead great destruction around. 

Their priests, the grim Druids, were blindly obeyed, 
(For whose temples huge stones in large circles were laid,) 
The oak and the mistletoe's worship they taught. 
And Anglesea*s Isle was their sacred resort. 



2nd invasion by THE KOMANS. 

A.D. 43. 



AD. When Claudius Caesar, a.d. forty- three, 
43 First despatched Aulus Plautius, with troops, o'er the sea, 
To re-conquer Britain, and gain it for Borne, 
The islanders bravely defended their home. 

Their hero Caractacus long fought in vain , 
51 But, sent captive to Borne, did his freedom regain ; — 

Led by Queen Boadicea, Iceni tribes rose, 
61 And when vanquished, she died to escape from her foes. 
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To North Britain and Wales the unconquered tribes came, 
But the South a complete Boman province became. 

9 

78 Agricola ruled it, for wisdom much praised, 

84 And from Forth to the Clyde he a line of forts raised. 

Still from Caledon oft the fierce Picts did emerge. 
And were to the Southerns a terrible scourge, — 
So Hadrian, wishing these tribes to confine, 
121 Built another strong wall from the Solway to Tyne. 

134 A third rampart (called Antonine's) XJrbicus reared, 
208 And Severus' stone wall quite stupendous appeared ; 

Then Britain's affairs unimportant became, 
306 Though Constantino there took an Emperor's name. 
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The Bomans formed roads, and strong cities they planned, 
Taught the Christian religion, and cultured the land j — 
But they finally quitted the British shores when 
410 Borne was sacked by the Goths, in Four hundred and ten. 
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THE SAXON HEPTARCHY. 



Scots and Picts oft, in many a pillaging horde, 
On the fertile, defenceless, South pi^ovinces poured, — 
Yain appeals for Rome's help by the Britons were made, 
449 And then Yortigem asked Jutes and Saxons for aid. 



449 Under Hengist's and Horsa's command they arrived, 

And repulsed the North tribes, — but they also contrived 
457 To subdue their allies, and (on conquest intent) 
457 Their bold Hengist soon founded the kingdom of Kent. 
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By Jutes, A.Dgles, and Saxons, South Britain was claimed, 
585 And they formed seven kingdoms — the Heptarchy named — 
By which Mercia, Northumbria, Sussex, and Kent, 
With East Anglia, Essex, and Wessex were meant. 



When Ethelbert over the Cantii reigned, 
And Gregory I/the tiara obtained, — 
597 Augustine, in Five ninety-seven arrived. 

And (with Bertha's wise help) Christian doctrines revived. 



901 
925 
941 
946 
955 J 
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The following Saxon and Danish Kings reigned, 
Ere England by William the Conq'ror was gained. 



827 Egbert, King of all England, the Heptarchy led,— 

838) 

Ethelw6If, Ethelbald, Ethelb^rt, EtheWd, 



867 
860 
866 ; 

871 Then wise Alfred the Great, who defeated the Danes, 



I Elder Edward's and Athelstan's prosperous reigns, — 
Edmund^ Edred, and Edwy (St. Dunstan he dreads), 
959 Peaceful Edgar, who took his Welsh tax in Wolves' heads ; 
975 Second Edward, by Elfrida's treaxjhery slain, 
978 Second Ethelred always ' wn/ready * for Sweyn ; — 

1016 His son, Edmund Ironside, next ruled the state, 

1017 And then came the Danish King, Canute the Great, — 
iQ^} , His two sons, Harold Harefoot, and Hardicanute, 
1042 Saxon Edward Confessor, of saintly repute, 

1066 Then Harold, last King of the old Saxon race, 
1066 Whose death at the Battle of Hastings took place. 



THE NORMAN CONQUEST. 



1066. 
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THE NOKMAN CONQUEST. 

1066. 

When the Saxon king Harold at Hastings was slain, 
Norman WilKam, his victor, the crown did obtain ; 
Saxon rule over England then being o'erthrown, 
That event as the great Norman Conquest is known. 



17 



WILLIAM I. 

1066—1087. 

1066 William mounted the throne after Hastings' fierce fight, 
In his favour the ' Witan * waived Atheling's right. 
He quelled Saxon revolts spite of Scotch king and Dane, 
1071 And the strong Camp of Refuge in Ely did gain ; — 
1075 High treason's stern penalty Waltheof bore, 

1077 Prince Robert rebelled, but was pardoned once more, 
The French tongue was used for the laws and at Court, 

1078 London's Tower was commenced — that redoubted old 

fort, — 
The famed Doomsday-book by King William was planned. 
Feudal-system he made quite a law of the land. 

1079 The New Forest in Hampshire he formed for the chase, 
And the knell of the curfew each evening took place : — 
At the sacking of Mantes, which to France did belong, 

1087 He was fatally injured, — and died near Rouen. 
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WILLIAM IL 

1087—1100. 

1087 William Rufus succeeded, and quickly put down 

1088 Bishop Odo*s attempt to give Robert the crown, 
And he also obtained, by the Treaty of Caen, 

1091 Norman towns which before did to Robert belong. 
(When King Malcolm Canmore fell in Alnwick's fierce 

fray, 

1092 In sorrow Queen Margaret's life passed away.) 
To release Palestine from the Saracen's yoke, 

1095 Chidstian aid did bold Peier the Hermit invoke ; 

1096 A crusade, joined by Robert, set out for the East, 
And the pilgrims to six hundred thousand increased. 

1098 Then the last Scandinavian raid was repelled. 

And Anselm's large revenues William withheld, 

London Bridge and famed Westminster Hall he did build, 

And in the New Forest while hunting was killed. 
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HENRY I. 
1100—1135. 

First Henry (Beauclerc), spite of Robert's just claim, 
1100 Seized the crown ere that duke from the Holy Land came ; 

He restored Saxon laws, caused the curfew to cease, 
1100 Married Maude (Scotland's princess and Atheling's niece). 

The Saxons ruled wisely, then strengthened his sway, 
1 106 And Normandy's duchy lie gained at Tenchebrai ; 

There Robert was conquered, — made captive beside 
1 135 For twenty-eight years — till at Cardiff he died : — 

And although his son's cause was by Louis sustained, 

1119 Henry (victor at Brenville) the duchy retained. 

To aid holy pilgrims Knights Templars were bound, — 

1120 On board the White Ship young Prince William was 

drowned; 
Then Henry named Maude the next heir to the throne. 
His Councils as Parliaments often were known. 



B 2 
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STEPHEN. 

1135—1154. 

1135 Stephen seized on the throne when his uncle was dead, 

And the Primate ere long placed the crown on his head, — 
Scotland's King, who asserted Maude's claim to the tlirone, 

1 1 38 At the Battle of Standards was quite overthrown, 
But at Lincoln King Stephen reverses sustained, 

1 141 Was defeated — ^and nine months a prisoner remained ; — 

Gloucester's Earl was then captured, and soon 'twas ar- 
ranged 
That he for the King should at once be exchanged : — 
Many Barons and Clergy still strengthened Maude's cause, 
And for fifteen years England endured civil wars, 

1153 Then the death of Prince Eustace concluded the strife. 

For 'twas fixed that, tho' Stephen should reign for his life, 
The crown next should devolve upon Henry (Maude's 
son) : — 

1147 Seventh Louis of France a crusade had begun. 
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HENRY II. ' 

1154—1189. . 
1154 Second Henry, first king of Plantagenet name, 

Besides England's crown held a wide French domain, — 
He conquered the Welsh, and their homage compelled, 
(The Papal chair was by an Englishman held) ; 
* Constitutions of Clarendon ' Henry designed 
1164 To curb priestly pow'r, — and these Becket had signed, 
But disputes and upbraidings between them arose. 
And Becket imprudently banned his chief foes. 
Hearing this, Henry said (ere his anger, had ceased) 
He wished to be rid of that turbulent priest. 
1170 These rash words were heard, and the Primate was slain, 
1174 For which Henry did penance in Canterbury's fane : — 
1172 The Conquest of Ireland Earl Strongbow achieved, 
The King by his sons and his Queen was aggrieved, 
Joined by William the Lion and France they rebelled, 
1 174 But their base insurrections by Henry were quelled. 
Glass windows in houses began to be used. 
And assizes were first held to try the accused. 



1 
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EICHARD 1. 

1189--1199. 

1189 When Richard the First (Coeur de Lion) did reign, 
Both in London and York Jews were cruelly slain, — 

1 190 He joined the crusaders, and won great renown, 

1191 Defeated famed Saladin, took Acre's town; 
At Joppa and Ascalon triumphs he gained, — 
But Jerusalem still was by Moslems retained ; — 

1192 He set sail for England, — ^was wrecked and waylaid. 
And by Austria's Duke was a prisoner made. 

John and Philip rejoiced when his capture they learned, 
1194 But a ransom was paid, and then Richard returned : 

He pardoned Prince John, but with Philip waged war, 

1 198 And conquered that King near the bridge of Gisors ; — 

1 199 At the siege of Chaluz * Coeur de Lion * was slain : 
Robin Hood and bold Little John lived in this reign. 
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JOHN. 
1199—1216. 

1199 King John (sumamed Lackland) lost many French lands, 

1 203 His nephew, Prince Arthur, was killed by his hands, — ' 
1 209 For opposing Rome's pow*r, under han he was placed, 
1213 Held his crown from the Pope as a vassal disgraced ; 

By the Barons and Langton compelled to concede, 

1215 He signed Magna Charta on famed Runnymede ; 
But this he soon tried to annul and disown, 

And the Barons, enraged, offered Louis the throne : — 

1216 That Prince came to England — dissension spread wide, 
And, marching against him, at Newark John died. 

1 204 The first Inquisition's tribunals austere. 
Condemned Albigenses to tortures severe. 
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HENDRY III. 
1216—1272. 

1216 When John's son, the third Henry, ascended the throne, 

1217 Louis (with his allies) was at Lincoln o'erthrown; 
The King's guardian, Pembroke, chief influence held, 
And the grave discontent of the Barons dispelled ; — 
Henry strove to recover possessions in France, 

1 242 But at Taillebourg he met with defeat and mischance, 
His neglect of the Charta produced civil wars, 
And De Montford (who headed the popular cause) 

1264 Captured Henry at Lewes, — his army o'erse^. 

Issued writs, — and the first renowned Parliament met ; — 

1265 Then a battle at Evesham the Royalists won, 
There De Montford was slain, and a peace was begun. 
Prince Edward, as soon as these civil wars ceased, 

1270 Joined tke eighth (last) crusade that set out for the East. 
Then was Newcastle chartered, that coal might be found ; 
Roger Bacon for science was greatly renowned. 
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EDWARD I. 
1272—1307. 

First Edward (called Longshanks) returned from the East, 
And defeated the Welsh, whose revolts had increased, 
1282 Brave Llewellyn was slain ere the fight had begun, 
1 284 Prince of Wales Edward then named his own infant son. 
1292 To Baliol soon he adjudged the Scotch throne, 

1296 Then suppressed his revolt, took the famed sacred stone, — 

1297 And although Wallace gained Cambuskenneth*s fierce fight, 

1298 At Falkirk King Edward put his troops to flight ; 
1305 The hero, betrayed, was then sentenced to die. 
1289 (The Jews had been forced from the kingdom to fly.) 

Robert Bruce slew Red Comyn, and strove to redress 

The wrongs of his country, with varied success, 
1307 Though often defeated, — at Loudon he won, — 

To oppose him King Edward his march had begun, 
1307 But the Hammer of Scotland at Burgh-on-Sands died, — 

The renown of whose wise legislation spread wide. 
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EDWARD II. 

1307—1327. 

1 307 Second Edward (Caernarvon) commenced his weak reign, 
1312 And Piers Gaveston soon by the nobles was slain ; 
1314 In a battle contested on Bannockburn's field, 

Bruce gained the Scotch crown, and the English did yield. 

King Edward the scorn of his nobles incurred, 

And on friends most unworthy his favours conferred ; 

1326 By his Queen Isabella his cause was opposed, 

1327 And by her partisans he was quickly deposed ; 
A decree to confirm this the Parliament passed, 
And he perished in Berkeley's drear castle at last. 

1 307 William Tell roused the Swiss, when by Gessler oppressed ; 
1 312 And the Order of Templars Fifth Clement suppressed. 
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EDWALD III. 
1327—1377. 

1330 Third Edward reigned, — Mortimer's sentence ensued ; — 

1333 The Scotch army at Halidon Hill was subdued. 

1337 Edward claimed the French throne and (asserting his 

right) 
1 340 The English, near Sluys, gained a great naval fight : — 

By his valour, and that of the Black Prince, his son, 
1 346 And the help of gunpowder, was Crecy's field won : 

Then Bohemia's crest of the three-feathered plume, 

With its motto ' Ich Dien,' the Prince did assume ; 
1346 Queen Philippa a triumph at Neville's Cross gained 

Over David of Scotland, who captive remained ; — 
1346 Calais yielded to Edward, who sternly forgave, 

At his Queen's earnest wish, the six Burghers so brave : 
1 349 First Knights of the Gurter he named, it appears : 
1356 The warlike Black Prince took King John at Poictiers, 
1367 And to Pedro the Cruel restored Castile's throne ; 

The reformer, John Wycliffe, began to be known. 
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RICHARD II. 
1377—1399. 

1377 Second Richard (the Black Prince's son) wore the crown, 

1381 And Jack Straw and Wat Tyler's revolt was put down; 

Wycliffe's tenets and faith were by many avowed, 

1387 Bishop Wykeham the Winchester College endowed. 

1 388 The Scots triumphed at Otterburn (called ' Chevy Chase '), 
Grave disputes between monarch and nobles took place, — 
Weak, tyrannic, and faithless. King Richard became. 

So the Parliament favoured Earl Lancaster's claim, 
1399 And then declared Richard the Second deposed, — 
Whose life by assassins at Pomfret was closed. 
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HENRY IV. 
1399_1413. 

Fourth Henry (called BoKngbroke — Lancaster's duke — 

1 399 John of Gaunt's eldest son) the crown quietly took, — 

1 400 Geoffrey Chaucer, our first famous poet, expired ; 

1401 Lollards died at the stake with high courage inspired. 
Many plots that were formed, Henry sternly suppressed, 

1402 But Glendower at Knyghton could not be repressed ; 
Conquests over the Scotch the brave Percies did gain, 

1403 But revolting, young Hotspur at Shrewsbury was slain, — 
To place March on the throne was Northumberland's aim, 

1405 And Archbishop Scrope died for supporting his claim ; — 
Henry captured Prince James, son of Robert the Third, 
And for nineteen long years his release was deferred. 
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HENRY V. 

When Fifth Henry (who once by Gascoigne was reproved) 

1413 Became King, he chivalrous and popular proved ; 

1418 But Lord Cobham was burned for the faith he professed ; 
By Orleans and Burgundy France was oppressed. 
The French King, Chai*les the Sixth, had incompetent 
grown, 

1414 Then Henry asserted his claim to that throne ; — 

1415 Soon he captured Harfleur, — and on Agincourt's plain, 
Far outnumbered by foes, a great conquest did gain. 

1420 Henry married Charles' daughter. Princess Catherine, 
And the rule both of England and France did combine. 
Until (honoured and powerful, courageous and sage) 

1422 He expired at Vincennes, in the flower of his age. 
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HENRY VL 
1422—1461. 

1422 Young Henry the Sixth over England then reigned, 
His possessions in France for a time were retained, — 

1429 Joan of Arc helped the Dauphin, and crowned him at 
E.heims, 

1431 Then was seized by the English, and doomed to the flames : 

1450 Jack Cade's insurrection was speedily quelled, 

French districts were lost that the English had held. 
Between York and Lancaster — the White and Red Rose — 

1455 Long and fierce civil wars for the sceptre arose ; 

1461 But the Yorkists prevailed,and crowned Ed ward'mid ch ears ; 
Henry Sixth was deposed, and survived it ten years ; — 
Ere these Rose factions ceased thirty years had expired ; 

1453 And Constantinople the Turks had acquired. 



32 



EDWAED IV. 

1461—14:83. 

1461 When Fourth Edward, at Towton's fight, strengthened his 
power, 
The deposed, captive Henry was kept in the Tower, — 
Earl Warwick, king-maker, deserted York's claim, 

1471 Joined his foes, and at Barnet was conquered and slain ; — 

1471 The Lancastrian effort at Tewkesbury failed, 

Henry's life and his. son's were by murder assailed ; — 
Edward then (as the Wars of the Hoses did cease) 

1475 Led his troops into France — ^but with Louis made peace ; — 
It is said that, when guilty of high treason found, 

1478 Young Clarence (his brother) in Malmsey was drowned. 

1482 Posts commenced, and were carried by horsemen express, 

1473 Caxton set up in London the first Printing Press. 
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EDWARD V. 

1483. 

1483 At the age of eleven, Fifth Edward was King, 

And around the young monarch dissensions did spring, 
Gloucester hated the Wood villas (the friends of the Queen,) 
So the Court into factions divided had been ; — 
By the Council, the Duke Lord Protector was named, 
And of Edward (his nephew) the guardianship claimed. 
But the young King's adherents he harshly contemned ; 
Lords Grey, Eivers, Hastings, and more he. condemned ; — 
Soon the young Duke of York he contrived to obtain, 
Then spread doubts of the right of the Princes to reign, 
And, — made King by a party whom Buckingham led — 
Richard caused the two boys to be murdered, it's said. 
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RICHARD III. 

1483—1485. 

Devoid of uprightness was Richard the Tliird, 
Yet some good and wise laws he on England conferred, — 
Though by Buckingham's help he the throne had acquired, 
That noble in favour of Richmond conspired. 

1483 The plot was frustrated j and Buckingham slain. 

But the cause of Earl Richmond new strength did obtain. 
And he with the King struggled hard for the crown 

1 485 At the Battle of Bosworth, fought near Leicester town, — 
There fell Richard, detested — for dreadful crimes blamed — 
And Henry of Richmond at once was proclaimed. 
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HENRY VII. 
1485—1509. 

1485 Tudor Henry the Seventh, of Lancaster line, 

1486 With his Queen (York's fair heiress), both claims did 

combine, — 

1487 Simnel, with his false claims, was defeated at Stoke, 
1487 First Court of Star Chamber this King did convoke, — 
1493 Warbeck feigned to be York, but was soon set aside, 
1499 And with Warwick's young Earl on the scaffold he died : — 

Henry levied large sums, without justice or shame. 
And then Empson and Dudley his agents becamie ; 
In Westminster Abbey a chapel he reared. 
The old feudal villenage quite disappeared, — 
1492 Columbus, at Palos, his canvas unfurled. 

Sailed across the Atlantic, and found a New World, — 
1497 To Cabot the shores of Newfoundland appeared, 
1497 . Gama doubled the Cape, and for India steered. 
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HENRY VIII. 

1509—1547. 

1513 The Battle of Spurs our Eighth Hemy did gain, 

1513 And Flodden, where Fourth James of Scotland was slain. 

Leo's sale of Indulgences Luther denounced, 
1517 And his preaching the great Reformation announced ; — 

1520 Henry then, at the Field of the famed Cloth of Gold, 

Met young Francis the First, the French monarch so bold; — 
And for writing a book which Pope Leo admired, 

1521 He the name of * Fidei Defensor ' acquired. 
Yet monastic suppression he harshly enforced. 
Sentenced two of his six wives, and two he divorced. ^ 
Wolsey built Hampton Court, when in splendour and pride, 

1530 But deserted by Henry, at Leicester he died. 

Charles the Fifth ruled the Netherlands, Grermany, Spain. 
1529 The Reformers adopted the Protestant name, 
1535 More refused Henry's oath, and was doomed on that 

ground, 
1540 And the Jesuits' Order did Loyola found. 
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EDWARD VI. 
1547—1553. 

1547 Sixth Edward, aged nine, then ascended the throne, 
And Lord Somerset soon as Protector was known, 

1547 Although over the Scots Pinkie's hattlehe gained, 
They the English alliance and marriage disdained. 
Seymour was by his brother of treason accused, 

1549 And condemned, — his defence being harshly refused. 
On a similar charge soon was Somerset tried, 

1552 And, by rival peers doomed, on the scaffold he died. 
Vexed by changes and want the poor people rebelled. 
But Edward the great Reformation upheld, 
And, urged by Northumberland, then did declare, 
That Lady Jane Grey to the crown should be heir. 
He founded Christ's Hospital, — died aged sixteen ; — 
And for learning and merit distinguished has been. 
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MARY. 

' 1553—1558. 

1553 Queen Mary the regal pow'r rightfully claimed, — 

By Northumberland Lady Jane Grey was proclaimed ; 

1553 But the Duke, for high treason, was sentenced, and died, 

1554 And Lady Jane Grey and her husband beside. 
Roman worship revived at Queen Mary's behest, 
And Wyat's rebellion was quickly suppressed, — 

1554 She married King Philip the Second of Spain, 
Pole and Gardiner then did great influence gain : — 

1555 At Oxford were Ridley and Latimer burned, 

1556 And Cranmer, whose zeal for his doctrines returned ; — 

1557 Mary's troops at St. Quentin with Spaniards took part, 

1558 But the name of lost Calais sank deep in her heart. 
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ELIZABETH. 

1558—1603. 

1558 Queen Elizabeth Protestant worship restored, 
And to foreign Keformers great help did afford. 

1562 The African slave-trade was then England's stain ; 

1566 The Netherlands threw off the harsh yoke of Spain. 

1567 The Royal Exchange Gresham built at this date, 
1570 And Elizabeth opened it with regal state. 

Eighteen years she imprisoned Queen Mary of Scots, 

1587 Then doomed her for causing some serious plots. 

In France, by Ninth Charles and Queen Catherine planned, 
1572 The Huguenot massacre startled the land. 
1586 Philip Sydney in battle at Zutphen expired, 
1584 The State of Virginia, Ealeigh acquired, 

• Then he, with Drake, Hawkins, and Frobisher, too, 

1588 Under Howard's command, the Armada overthrew. 
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Tyrone's insurrection in Ireland was quelled, 
1601 And Essex was sentenced for having rebelled. 
Tea, tobacco, potatoes, were then introduced, 
And Shakspere and Spenser their writings produced. 
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JAMES I. 

1603—1625. 

James the First (Mary Queen of Scots' son), it is known, 
1603 Joined England with Scotland^ as heir to each throne. 
Lady Arabelle Stuart — ^too nearly alHed, 
Was imprisoned by James, and soon afterwards died ; 
1603 Walter Raleigh was doomed for supporting her claim. 
And for thirteen long years a close captive became, — 
Then released — to seek gold — to Guiana he passed, 

1618 But on the old charge was beheaded at last. 
1605 The Gunpowder Plot was divulged ere too late. 
1611 Forty-seven Divines did the Bible translate. 

1611 For a thousand pounds, baronets' titles were bought, 

1619 And by Harvey the blood's circulation was taught : 

1619 The Elector accepted pohemia's throne, 

1620 But at Prague was by Austria's forces o'erthrown. 
From his wife (James's daughter) Victoria descends ; — 
Lord High Chancellor Bacon received bribes from friends. 
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CHARLES I. 

1625—1649. 

1625 Charles the First too much kingly authority claimed, 

To abridge it his Parliaments constantly aimed ; 
1628 They compelled him to grant the Petition of Right, 
1637 And Hampden resisted ship-money with might ; — 

Charles summoned five Parliaments, four he dissolved, 

1640 And in strife with the Long one was quickly involved, — 

1641 It beheaded Earl Strafford, and England soon saw 
King and' Senate engaged in a fierce civil war. 

1644 On the scaffold Laud died, after three captive years, 

1644 At Marston Moor, Roundheads overcame Cavaliers; 

1645 And at Naseby's fight, also, the Royalists fled, 

1649 So the Parliament triumphed, and Charles lost his head. 
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THE COMMONWEALTH. 

1649—1660. 

1649 Then a Council of State by the Commons was named, 
And Cromwell command of the army soon claimed ; 

1649 In Ireland he conquered his Royalist foes. 

1650 (The Scotchmen at Edinbro* hanged Lord Montrose), — 

1650 At Dunbar Cromwell forced the Scotch army to yield, 

1651 Overcame Charles at Worcester, who fled from the field, 
1653 Dissolved the Long Parl'ment and Council of State, 

And as Lord High Protector made England's power great. 
1655 By his treaties, Waldenses protection obtained. 

His Latin scribe, Milton, celebrity gained, — 

Blake and Monk did Van Tromp and De Ruyter oppose. 

The sect, called the Quakers, from George Fox arose : — 
1658 Cromwell died unbeloved and much harassed in mind. 

His son, Richard, succeeded, but quickly resigned. 
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CHARLES IL 

1660—1685. 

Second Charles and the nation, no longer estranged, 

« 

1660 That King's restoration by Monk was arranged, — 

Free pardons were promised — but ten E^gicides 
1662 Were led to the scaffold — and Argyle besides : — 

1665 The Plague ravaged London with sickness severe, 

1666 And the Great Fire occurred there the following year. 
The Dutch War continued, with various fate, 

1667 And the base Cabal Ministry managed the State. 
1673 By the Test Act the Duke of York lost his high post, 
1679 Of the Habeas Corpus Act, England might boast ; — 
1683 Then were Russell and Algernon Sidney condemned ; — 

Charles accepted French bribes, and waa justly contemned. 
St. Paul's was rebuilt by Sir Christopher Wren, 
Whigs and Tories were named, — and then lived William 
Penn, 
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JAMES IL 

1685—1688. 

1 68q Second James said heM govern according to law^ 
But his folly and tyranny England soon saw ; 
The Scotch Presbyterians harshly were used, 
And by Claverhouse (Bonnie Dundee) much abused ; 
Then Monmouth's rebellion was crushed at Sedgemoor, 

1685 And both he and Argyle treason's penalty bore, — 

And Kirke and Judge Jeffreys, with vehement hate, 
Sentenced those who rebelled to some terrible fate : — 
Seven Bishops, whom James, as seditious, denounced, 

1688 Were tried — and the verdict Not GuiUy pronounced, — 
Still the Bomanist faith he resolved to restore. 
So William of Orange to England came o'er ; 
James fled from the kingdom overwhelmed by his fears, 
And survived his deposal, in France, thirteen years, — 
His flight, and his son-in-law's rule o'er the State, 
Formed the great Revolution (sixteen eighty-eight) 
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WILLIAM AND MARY. 



1689—1702. . 



When James's departure was publicly known, 
1689 Nassau's William and Mary ascended the throne. 

1689 Toleration Act, Eights Bill, were very soon passed ; 

1690 At the Boyne James, by William, was conquered at last. 
1692 Our brave fleet at La Hogue overcame the French foe, 
1692 The Macdonalds were slaughtered in gloomy Glencoe, 
1694 Bank of England commenced, in sixteen ninety-four. 

But the National Debt had existed before ; — 
1697 Sir John Fenwick was sentenced for having conspired. 

1697 Peace at Ryswick was signed, but in four years expired. 

1698 Czar Peter, at Deptford, our ship-building learned ; 
1701 And the Protestant Settlement Act was confirmed. 
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ANNE. 
1702—1714. 

1702 When Anne declared war against both France and Spain, 
Famed Marlboro's Duke and the brave Prince Eugene, 
Chief command of the Queen's and allied armies held, 

1704 And the French and Bavarians at Blenheim repelled ; 

1706 At Eamillies, Marlboro' forced them to yield, 

1708 Prince Eugene and he triumphed on Oudenarde's field, 

1709 And again at Malpl^quet a conquest obtained ; 

1704 (Gibraltar's strong fortress Sir George Rooke had gained). 

1707 The Scotch Parliament then with the English was fused ; 
1709 Oiir hard terms of peace Fourteenth Louis refused ; 

And tho' strife between Tories and Whigs did increase, 
1713 At Utrecht was concluded a general peace. 

Steele and Afldison flourished, with Swift, Pope, and Rowe, 
The great Isaac Newton, and Daniel Defoe. 
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GEORGE I. 

1714—1727. 

1714 George the First (the Elector of Hanover) reigned ; 
The support of the Whig party promptly he gained ; 
His descent from Bohemia's titular Queen 

(King James the First's daughter) his title had been. 
To restore Prince James Stuart the Jacobites tried, 

1715 But in Scotland and Preston their arms were defied. 
Unsuccessful, to France the Pretender retired, 

1716 But his chief partizans on the scaffold expired, 
1716 The Septennial Act became law in this reign; 
1718 A quadruple alliance was formed to curb Spain. 

1720 The South Sea scheme produced great financial distress; 
Robert Walpole our credit restored with success. 

1721 Dread disease was by Inoculation relieved ; 
1724 And the Regium Donum, Dissenters received. 
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GEORGE II. 

1727—1760. 

George the Second's disputes with his son are averred, 
1736 And Edinbro's Porteous riot occurred. 
1 73P In a war with the Spaniards our banners unfurled, 
1740 And Commodore Anson then sailed round the world. 
1740 When war for the Austrian sceptre was waged, 

In Maria Theresa's cause England engaged ; 
1743 And our King, George the Second, won Dettingen's fight, 
1745 Tho* at Fontenoy Saxe put the English to flight. 

1745 The Pi'etender, Prince Charles, did to Derby advance, 

1746 Was repulsed at Culloden, and fled into France. 

1752 The New Style occasioned twelve days antedate ; 
Wesley's zeal in diffusing his doctrines was great. 

1753 The British Museum was founded by law ; 

1756 Between England and France commenced seven years* war. 
For Minorca's loss. Admiral Byng was then tried, 

1757 And, condemned by court-martial, with fortitude died. 
1757 Clive avenged the Black Hole — beneath Plassey's hot sun ; 
1759 Wolfe fell at Quebec when his triumph was won. 

V 



50 



GEORGE III. 

1760—1820. 

1760 George the Third (who succeeded his grandfather) reigfted, 
1763 And Canada, ceded by France, we obtained. 
1763 A peace was proclaimed after seven years' war. 
1765 North American colonies, taxed by our law, 

Cast off England's yoke, and (resisting her rates) 
1776 Were by Washington made Independent Free States. 
1780 Gordon's wild anti-Catholic riots were quelled, • 

1800 And Ireland with England one Parliament held. 
1786 For India's misrule Warren Hastings was tried ; 

Captain Cook, Sir John Moore, and good John Howard 
died. 

William Pitt and Charles Fox were political foes ; 
1789 In dread Revolution the French people rose, 
1793 They beheaded their King, a Republic they framed, 
1799 Bonaparte as First Consul was afterwards named.* 
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1798 Nelson conquered their fleet on the Nile with great strife ; 
1805 But Trafalgar's victory cost him his life. 
1804 As French Emperor then was Napoleon crowned : 
1812 The retreat from burned Moscow disastrous he found : 
1815 And, by Wellington conquered, on "Waterloo's plain, 
1821. St. Helena's sad captive till death did remain. 

George reigned sixty years, and when unfit for cares, 
His son, as Prince Begent, conducted affairs. 



52 



GEORGE IV. 

1820—1830. 

1820 George the Fourth, late Prince Regent, then wore Eng- 

land's crown. 
And the Cato Street treason was quickly put down. 
His dislike to his wife grieved and wounded her pride, 

1821 And, injured in feeling, Queen Caroline died ; 
Prince Charlotte (their daughter, and Leopold's wife,) 

1817 Had died much beloved in the bloom of her life. 
1821 The Greek effort to throw off the Turks' hated yoke, 

After six years of strife foreign aid did evoke. 
1827 Navarino was f6ught in supposed time of peace ; 
1829 And the Turks owned the full independence of Greece. 

Canning died ; but by Wellington's efforts, at last 
1829 The Bill for Relief of the Catholics passed. 
1826 Thomas Telford the Menai Suspension Bridge framed ; 
1829 Martin rashly set fire to York Minster so fieimed. 
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WILLIAM IV. 

1830—1837. 
1830 When King William the Fourth over England did sway, 
As premier, Wellington gave place to Grey ; 
There were tumults abroad, and the French did dethrone 
1830 Charles the Tenth, and placed Louis Philippe on their 
throne. 

1830 To throw off Holland's yoke the bold Belgians aimed, 

1831 And Leopold as their new King they proclaimed ; 
Then aided by France they successfully fought, 

1832 Drove the Dutch out of Antwerp, and gained its strong 

fort. 
Grey and Kussell — when Peers their resistance withdrew — 

1832 Passed the famous Keform Bill (eighteen thirty-two). 

1833 To advance twenty millions our country agreed, 

1834 That in British possessions the slaves might be freed. 

1834 Both the Parliament houses were totaUy burned ; 

1835 By Kilkenny was Daniel 0*Connell returned. 
1835 The reformed Corporation Act, Russell did gain ; 

And the first great steam railways were used in this reign. 
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VICTORIA. 
1837. 

1837 Queen Victoria reigned at the age of eighteen, 

1840 (Albert, Prince of Saxe Coburg, her consort has been). 

1840 Rowland Hill's penny postage through Britain was law ; 

With Cabul, China, Punjaub we carried on war. 

Cobden, Bright, and the League to the nation appealed, 
1846 And Sir Robert Peel (premier) Corn Laws repealed : 

Many changes in European governments date ^ 

1848 From the French Revolution (eighteen forty-eight). 
1851 The Great Exhibition the world's arts displayed ; 
1854 By Turks, English and French, war with Russia was 

made. 
1858 The rebellion we quelled that in India occurred, 
1858 And its Company's pow'r to our crown was transferred. 
1858 Admission to Parliament Jews then received, 
1860 Our Trade Treaty with France, Richard Cobden achieved. 



55 



1861 The Prince Consort's death the whole nation deplored ; 

1865 North America's struggle its * Union ' restored. 

1866 Atlantic's broad ocean the great cable spanned ; 

1867 Household Suffrage Disraeli made law of the land. 

1869 Ireland's Church disestablished, by Gladstone, we saw, 

1870 And Forster enforced education by law, 

1872 The Ballot Bill passed — for eight years to be tried, 

1873 And Louis Napoleon at Chislehurst died. 

Ireland's question of * Home Rule ' engaged public thought ; 

1875 Half the Suez Canal shares by Ei\gland were bought. 

1876 Victoria * Empress of India ' was styled, 

1876 The Turks for Bulgaria's woes were reviled ; 

1877 Bussia (fighting the Turks) Kars and Plevna did win, 

1878 But a Treaty was signed by the Powers at Berlin, 
1878 And Disraeli held Cyprus in trust for the Turk ; 

1878 Land Leaguers obstructed our Parliament's work. 

1879 Cabul rose against us, our Envoy was slain; 

1879 Boers' and Zulus' disputes caused our Transvaal campaign. 
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Isandula's slaughter great sorrow did bring 

Ere we vanquished the Zulus and captured their King. 

With agrarian outrage was Ireland overrun, 

1881 And its Land Act was passed in eighteen eighty- one. 
1882- An Egyptian revolt caused the Khedive much fear, 

1 882 Till quelled by Lord Wolseley at Tel-el-Kebir. 
Against Egypt's control the fierce Mahdi began 

1883 To spread insurrection throughout the Soudan ; 

1 884 Thither Grordon has hastened — with fall powers to act ;■ 
May order result from his courage and tact ! 
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